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CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON

ORDINANCE NO. 1875

AN ORDINANCE governing the size, height, placement,
number, maintenance and illumination of all signs
within the City; requiring permits; providing for a
Sign Code Administrator; prescribing Board of Adjust-
ment jurisdiction and power; prescribing penalties
for violations; and, repealing Chapters 17.04 and
17.09 of the Bellevue City Code.

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS

FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapters 17.04 and 17.09 of the Bellevue City Code and
Ordinance Nos. 280, 376, 504, 549, 589, 637, 666, and 762 of the City of
Bellevue are hereby repealed.

Section 2. Title 17, Bellevue City Code, is hereby amended by add-
ing thereto the following chapter:
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17.01.010 General.

A. Title. This ordinance shall be known as the Bellevue Sign
Code, maybe cited as such, and will be referred to herein as "this
Code."

B. Pur ose and sco e. The purpose of this Code is to protect
the health, safety, property and welfare of the c1tizens of the C1ty
of Bellevue (hereafter uClty") by establishing standards for the
des1gn, placement, size, and maintenance of all exterior signs and
sign structures in the City. Furthermore, 1t 1s the purpose of the
regulations, standards and criteria of this Code to permit and
encourage the design of signs wh1ch are responsive to the needs of
the public in locating a business establishment by identifi cation,
address, and product andyyor services information.

The rapid economic development of the Cfty of Bellevue has
resulted 1n a great 1ncrease in the number of businesses located
in the City, with marked 1ncrease in the number and size of s1gns
related to those bus1nesses. This pro11feration of signs has
resulted in a reduced effectiveness of individual signs. As the
number, s1ze, and 1ntensity of signs increase without regard to
quality and placement, the impact of the indiv1dual s1gn 1s dimin-
ished.

Lack of control of signs may cause potentially dangerous con-
flicts between advertising s1gns and traff1c control signs, thus
destroying the effectiveness of both. The great increase in auto-
motive traffic experienced within the City has greatly aggravated
this danger.

Furthermore, the uncontrolled use of sfgns and their shapes,
motion, colors, illum1nation, and their insistent and distract1ng
demand for attent1on can be injurious to property values of both
business and residential areas of the Cfty, and may seriously
detract from the enjoyment and pleasure of the natural beauty of
the City of Bellevue.

It is recognized that the business-
man's right to identify his business contributes to the economic
well-be1ng of the community. However, it is felt that this right
can be exercised in such a way as to bring great benef1t to the
public without affecting the welfare of the businessman. The
reasonable regulation of sfgns may, in fact, improve business
opportunity as a result of the increased attractiveness of the City'
environment.

17.01.020 Definitions.

A. Area or surface area of si n. The greatest area of a
s1gn, visi e from any one v ewpoint, enclosed within not more than
three circles, rectangles, or squares, or any comb1nati on of these
forms which produces the smallest area, exclud1ng sign support struc-
ture which does not form part of the sign proper or of the display.
"Surface area" includes only one face of a multiple-faced sign.

B. Area or surface area of bui ldin . Actual surface area of
the single ui ding facade to whic a s1gn is attached, 1ncluding
doors and wfndows, but excluding the roof and structures for eleva-
tors or air condit1oning equipment on the roof.

C. Billboard. Outdoor advertising signs containing a message,
c oenrncia~or ot amiss. unrelated to any use or activity on the
property on which the sign is located.
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D. A line established
by ordina g gs in relation to streets.
A building line 1n some instances may coinc1de with the property line.
"Building line" is sometimes referred to as "required setback line."

E. Bui ldin -mounted si n. A single or multiple-faced sign
attached to t e face of a ui ding or marquee.

F. ~Cano . A freestanding structure affording protection
from the elements to persons or property thereunder.

the architect, engineers, contractors, and other individuals, or
firms involved with the construction of a building, or announc1ng
the character of the building or enterprise, which is erected during
the building construction period.

H. Directional si ns. A single or double-faced sign designed
to guide or direct pe estrian or vehicular traffic, to an area,
place, or convenience on the prem1ses on which the sign is placed.

I. Freestand1n si n. A single or mult1ple-faced sign, sup-
ported from t e ground y one or more columns, uprights, or braces.

J. Grade. The elevation or level of the street closest to
the s1gn tto ~ tich reference is made, as measured at the street's
centerline, or the relative ground level in the immediate vicinity
of the sign.

K. Hei ht or hei ht of si n. The vertical distance from the
"grade" to t e hig est point of a s1gn or any vertical projection
thereof, including its supporting columns, or the vertical distance
from the relative ground level in the 1mmediate vic1nity of the sign.

L. Incidental si n. Small signs, less than 2 square feet in
surface area, of a noncommercial nature, intended primarily for the
convenience of the public. Included are signs des1gnating restrooms,
address numbers, hours of operation, entrances to buildings, direc-

tionss,

help wanted, public telephone, etc. Also included in this
group of s1gns are those designed to guide or direct pedestr1ans
or vehicular traff1c, to an area or place on the prem1ses of a
bus1ness building or development by means of a directory designat1ng
names and addresses only. (See 5 17.01.030F)

M. Marcauee, A covering structure projecting horizontally
from and attacCied to a building, affording protection from the
elements to persons or property thereunder.

N. Mult1 le-occu anc buildin . A single structure housing
more than one type o retai usiness office or commercial venture.

0. Multi le buildin com lex. A group of structures housing
more than one type of retai usiness, office, or commercial venture
and generally under one ownership and control.

P. Noncommercial ublic service si n. Noncommercial or publ1c
service signs are noncommercia signs evoted to relig1ous, chari-
table, cultural, governmental or educational messages, including,
but not limited to, the advertising of events sponsored by a govern-
mental agency, a school, church, civic or fraternal organization or
other organizations engaged in activities for prof1t,

Office bui ldin . An office building in the 0 and OL zones
as define by t e Be evue Zoning Code.

R. Parapet. That portion of a building wall which extends
above the~roo oof the building.

S. Person. Any individual, corporation, association, firm,
partnership, and the 11ke, singular or plural.



1875
8-2-73

T. Polit1cal si n. Signs advertising a candidate or candidates
for public elective o 1ce, or a political party, or signs urg1ng a
particular vote on a public issue decided by ballot.

U. Primar si n or s1 ns. All signs of a user which are not
exempt (see 8 17.01.100 , or wh1ch do not come within the category
"incidental signs" (see g 17.01.020L and B 17.01.030F). The term
mpr1mary sign" fs intended to include virtually all signs of a
commercial nature.

V. ~pro ert line. The li e de oti g the li its of legal on e-
ship of property,

W. Readerboard. A sign or part of a s1gn on which the letters
are e di~y replaces le s ch that the copy can be changed from time to
t1me at w111.

X. ~R of si . A sign e ected o o above the oof of a building
and which derives its principal support from the roof or from columns
or supports extend1ng through the roof. The definition includes a
s1gn affixed to any structure erected upon a roof, 1ncluding a struc-
ture hous1ng building equipment. The definition includes signs
erected on top of canop1es.

Y. Sicken. Any letters, figures, des1gn, symbol, trademark, or
device inte~teed to attract attention to any activity, serv1ce, place,
subject, person, firm, corporation, publ1c performance, art1cle,
machine, or merchandise whatsoever. Sources of light used primarily
to illuminate a sign, or a building, or grounds surrounding the
bu11d1ng, shall not be considered signs themselves; provided, how-
ever, that sources of light used primarily to attract attention to
the 11ght itself or as a decorative feature of the display shall be
cons1dered as part of the s1gn. Excluded from the defin1tion are
official traff1c signs or signals, sher1ff' notices, court notices,
or official publ1c notices and the flag of a government or noncomaer-
cial institution, and signs not visible from the street or sidewalk
(see g 17.01. 100 of this Code for more detailed treatment of exempt
s1gns), and relig1ous symbols.

Z. S1n le occu anc bui ldin . A coamercial building or struc-
ture with one major enterpr1se, generally under one ownership. A

building is classified as "single occupancy" only 1f: (a) it has
only one occupant; (b) 1t has no wall 1n coamon with another build-
ing; and, (c) no part of its roof 1n common with another bu1lding.

AA. ~Secial si ns. See mtempora y and special signs."

BB. Street. Any automob1le thoroughfare so designated by City
ordinance~Streetm includes portions thereof used for park1ng.

CC.
ment whic

S1gns used to identify a land develop-
accomplished at essentially one time.

DD. Surface area. See "area, or surface area, of sign,"

EE. Tem orar and s ecial si ns. A nonpermanent sign 1ntended
for use for a s ort perio of time. Includes any banner, pennant,
or advertising display constructed of canvas, fabric, wood, plastic,
cardboard, or wallboard, w1th or without frame. Different types of
temporary and spec1al signs included in this category are: construc-
tion signs, grand open1ng displays, real estate signs, "open house"
signs, residential land subdivision signs, subdivision directional
signs. (See 5 17.01.090)
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FF.
property

Any paved or unpaved area on private
public or driving or parking.

Gg. ~Window si n. Aii signs toasted inside and affixed to or
within 3 feet of windows of a building, whether temporary or perman-
ent, lighted or unlighted, which may be viewed from the exterior of
the building. The term does not include merchandise located within
3 feet of a window. (See B 17.01.030H)

17.01.030 Business district si ns Zones B-1; B-1L; B-2; B-2L

A. General.

1. In general, this City takes the view that signs should
be scaled to the building to which the sign is related. Accord-
ingly, in the following sections wi 11 be found regulations on
the area, number, and height of signs, which are a function of
the size of the building to which the sign is related.

2. Any single occupancy building in the business district,
shall be permitted the primary signs described in B 17.01.030B
through 5 17.01.030F. No more than one freestanding sign is
permitted per single occupancy building unless the building faces
on more than one street (see 5 17.01.0300), and is not a part of
a multiple building complex.

3. Each enterprise in a multiple occupancy building in the
business district, shall be permitted the primary signs described
in 5 17.01.030B through g 17.01.030E and the incidental signs
described in B 17.01.030F except that no more than one freestand-
ing sign is permitted per multiple occupancy building, unless the
building faces more than one street (see 5 17.01.0300), and is not
a part of a multiple building complex.

4. Each enterprise in a multiple building complex in the
business districts which is composed of single and/or multiple
occupancy buildings shall be permitted the primary signs described
in g 17.01.030B through g 17.01.030E and the incidental signs
described in B 17.01.030F except that no more than one freestand-
ing sign is permitted per multiple building complex, unless the
building faces on more than one street (see B 17.01.0300).

5. Each enterprise shall display and maintain on-premise
street address number identification.

B. Setback limitations — freestandin si ns. The size of any
freestanding sign s a not exceed t e following limits, based on
the setback of the sign from the property line.

Setback Maximum Area

Between property line and building line

On building line, or behind it
1. 5' 'ht f t di

freestand g g
on the sign setback of the sign.

Setback

Between property line and building
On building line, or behind it

25 sq. ft.
75 sq. ft.

The height of any
ollowing limits, based

~Na inn Wei ht
line 5 ft.

15 ft.
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2. Facade limitations, bui ldin -mounted si ns. The
surface area o any ui ng-mounted sign s a not exceed
the figures derived from the following schedule.
Surface Area of Building Maximum Sign Surface Area for
Facade to Which Sign Is That Facade S . Ft.

Below 100

100-199

200-499

500-999

1000-1499

1500-2999

Over 3000

26 sq. ft.
26 sq. ft. + 11$ of facade area
over 100 sq. ft.
38 sq. ft. + 19f of facade area
over 200 sq. ft.
75 sq. ft. + 115 of facade area
over 500 sq. ft.
131 sq. ft. + 7.5% of facade area
over 1000 sq. ft.
169 sq. ft. + 2.5Ã of facade area
over 1500 sq. ft.
206 sq. ft. + 1.5% of facade area
over 3000 sq. ft. to a maximum of
300 sq. ft.

In multiple occupancy buildings, the facade area for each
tenant or user is derived by measuring only the surface area of
the exterior facade of the premises actually used by the tenant
or user.

3. Si n hei ht--buildin mounted si ns. The height of any
building-mounted sign s a 1 not extend above the highest exterior
wall of the building to which the sign relates.

C. Number of rimar si ns. The permissible number of signs for
each user is depen ent upon t e surface area of the largest single
facade of his building. The permitted number of signs is as follows
(not including incidental signs).
Surface Area of Lar est Facade Maximum Number of Si ns

Less than 999 sq. ft. 2

1000-2999 3

3000 and over

Buildings or enterprises with more than 3000 square feet on any
face, with several clearly differentiated departments, each with
separate exterior entrances, are permitted one sign for each different
department with a separate exterior entrance, in addition to the
four allotted.

D. Bui ldi n s on more than one street. Buildings facing on more
than one street are entst e to a onus in primary signing, depending
on whether the building is on two intersecting streets or whether it
extends through a block so as to face on two different and parallel
streets, as defined in B 17.01.030D1 or 5 17.01.030D2.

1. Bui ldin s on intersectin streets. When a building is
located on sntersec ~ng streets, two freestanding signs are per-
mitted if they are located on two different streets and are
separated more than 100 feet measured in a straight line between
signs. Otherwise, only one freestanding sign is permitted per
building. The surface area of any freestanding sign must meet
the setback limitation under B 17.01.030B.
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2. Bui ldin s facin on two arallel streets. Single
occupancy bu& 1 ings or tenants o mu tsp e occupancy build-
ings whose premises extend through a block to face on two
parallel streets with customer entrances on each street are
permitted the sign area allowed under 5 17.01.030B and
5 17.01.03082, and the sign number under 5 17.01.030C for
each end of the building facing on a street. Provided,
however, that no more than one freestanding sign is permitted
per building unless such signs are located on two different
streets and are separated more than 100 feet measured in a
straight line between the signs. No more than two freestand-
ing signs are permitted in such case.

E. T es and lacement of rimar si ns. The permissible types
of primary signs, t ei r placement, and ot er imitations are as
follows.

1. Freestandin si ns.

a. Freestanding signs shall be wholly located within
the center two-thirds of the frontage of the property on the
street or 15 feet from the adjacent property line, whichever
provides the longer distance from the closest part of the sign
to the adjacent property line. Provided, however, that a free-
standing sign may be located within 5 feet of the property line
with the written consent of the title holder of the adjacent
property. If such consent is obtained, the consenting party,
and his successors or assigns may not place a freestanding sign
on his property within 20 feet of the first freestanding sign.

b. A freestanding sign, located at the property line
shall be wholly behind the property line, and a freestanding
sign located at the building line shall be wholly behind the
building line.

c. Any freestanding sign must be "integrated." That
is, all elements of the sign must be incorporated in a single
design. Auxiliary projections or attachments not a part of a
single design are prohibited.

d. A freestanding sign located between the property
line and the building line shall be limited in content and
message to identification information only. A freestanding
sign located at the building line or behind it may, however,
include principal product and/or services information.

2. Bui ldin -mounted si ns.

a. Any building-mounted sign shall not project more
than 5 feet from the face of the building to which the sign is
attached. Any structural supports shall be an integral part
of the design or concealed from view.

b. Any building-mounted signs shall be limited in
content and message to identifying the building and the name
of the finn, or the major enterprise, and principal product
and)or service information.
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F. Incidental si ns. Incidental signs are small signs of a
noncommercial nature, ntended primarily for the convenience of the
public. Included are signs designating restrooms, address numbers,
hours of operation, entrances to a building, directions, help wanted,
public telephone, etc. Also included in this group of signs are
those designed to guide or direct pedestrians or vehicular traffic
to an area or place on the premises of a business building or
development by means of a directory designating names and addresses
only. Such signs are not included in the number of primary signs
so long as the individual signs do not exceed 2 square feet in
surface area.

G.
square f

Directional signs shall not exceed 6
area.

H. Gasoline rice si ns. Gasoline price signs shall be
located no closer t an 5 feet from the centerline of the bordering
street and must be permanently anchored. Such signs may be free-
standing or attached to canopy columns. The sign area shall not
exceed 12 square feet, and no more than one such sign for each
street frontage is permitted. Gasoline price signs shall not be
included in determining the number of primary signs, nor in deter-
mining the permissible number of freestanding signs.

i. ~N ndow si ns. The totai surface area of aii windo sign ~

shall not exceed 15 square feet, or 10$ of the window area. Such
signs shall not be included in determining the number of primary
signs, nor in determining the permissible sign area for each facade;
provided, that such signs shall not exceed an area total of 15
square feet, or 10$ of the window area.

J. Si ns for nonconformin bui ldin s. There remain in this
City some u& ings w ic were ui t pr or to enactment of Bellevue's
present setback requi rements. Generally, under the City zoning
ordinances, these legal nonconforming buildings are allowed to
remain unless they are altered or improved. As few of these non-
conforming buildings are located behind the building line as
determined by ordinances currently in effect almost no signing
would be possible under the foregoing sign code provisions. There-
fore, this section provides for a partial relaxation of the standard
sign requi rements for signs on legal nonconforming buildings, only
so long as the buildings remain legally nonconforming under provi-
sions of the Bellevue Zoning Code.

1. Permitted si ns on le all nonconformin buildin s.
All provisions o t e sign co e or ustness dsstrict signs
apply to signs on nonconforming buildings in the business
districts, with the following exceptions.

a. Building-mounted signs may project over the
building line, but shall not approach a street closer than
5 feet. Such signs may extend 5 feet from the face of the
building to which attached, and shall have a maximum clear-
ance over sidewalk below of 8 feet 6 inches.

b. The total sign surface area for signing of
individual legal nonconforming buildings shall not exceed
40 square feet.

17.01.040 Office and a artment district si ns Zones 0 and OL

A. General, This section applies only to office and apart-
ment builFiings n the 0 and OL zones of the City. Such buildings
in other zones are governed by the sign regulations of the appli-
cable zone. As the 0 and OL zones are primarily placed as a buffer
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between business district zones and residential zones, the permis-
sible signs are scaled down from those allowed in business districts.

B. Setback limitations--freestandin si ns. The size of any
freestanding sign in t e 0 and OL districts s a 1 not exceed the
following limits, based on the sign setback of the sign.

Setback Maximum Area

Between property line and building line 25 sq. ft.
On building line, or behind it 35 sq. ft.

1. 5' 'it
freestand g g
the following limits, based on the sign

Setback
Between property line and building line
On building line, or behind it

The height of any
cts shall not exceed
setback of the sign.

~Maxi Hei at
5 ft.

10 ft.
2. Facade limitations--buildin -mounted si ns. The sur-

face area o any u ding-mounted signs in t e 0 and OL dis-
tricts shall not exceed the figures derived from the following
schedule.
Surface Area of Building Maximum Sign Surface Area for
Facade to Which Sign Is That Facade S . Ft.
Attached S . Ft.
Below 100

100-199

200-499

500-999

Over 1000

21 sq. ft.
21 sq. ft. + 9% of facade area
over 100 sq. ft.
30 sq. ft. + 10K of facade area
over 200 sq. ft.
60 sq. ft. + 9X of facade area
over 500 sq. ft.
105 sq. ft. - maximum sq. ft.

3. Si n hei ht--bui ldi n -mounted si ns. No bui lding-
mounted sign in the 0 and 0 districts, regardless of type,
shall exceed a height of 20 feet above grade, or above the
height of the building to which it is attached.

4. Limitation. Any freestanding or building-mounted
sign socatted in tiese districts shaii ee ii ited in content
and message to identify the building and the name of the firm,
or the major enterprise, and the principal service or product
of the business without references to prices or the character-

isticss

of the product or services offered.

C. Number of si ns. In the 0 and OL districts no more than
two primary s gns are permitted for buildings facing on one street,
only one of which may be freestanding. Buildings or building com-
plexes on street corner locations are permitted a maximum of three
signs. Two of the three signs permitted for street corner locations
may be freestanding only if they are located on two different streets
and are separated more than 100 feet, measured in a straight line
between the signs.
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Buildings or building complexes which extend through a block
to face on two parallel streets are permitted two primary signs
on each street, only one of which may be freestanding for each street.

For purposes of determining the limit on number of signs for
apartments, a single apartment complex, regardless of the number of
buildings, shall be considered one "building."

missible types of primary signs, their placement and other limita-
tions are as follows.

1. Freestandin si ns. Requirements are identical to
5 17.01.03 Ela, b, c, an d of this Code, except that advertis-
ing shall not be permitted.

2. Buildin -mounted si ns. Requirements are identical
to 5 17.01.03 E2a an o t s Code, except that advertising
shall not be permitted.

3. Signs or portions of signs indicating premises for
rent (e.g., "apartment for rent," "apartment available,"
"vacancy," "now renting," "free rent," etc.) shall not exceed
a surface area of 6 square feet.

4. The illumination of any sign in the 0 and OL districts
shall be from a source other than the sign itself and this
indirect source of illumination shall be so shaded, shielded,
directed, or reduced, that it is not visible from a public
street or adjoining residential property.

5. Incidental si ns. In addition to the permitted primary
signs, each u& lding or complex of buildings is permitted the
incidental signs as described and limited in S 17.01.030F of
this Code. Signs advertising premises for rent are considered
primary signs, not incidental. (See 5 17.01.04003)

6. Street address identification. Each building or com-
plex of bui ngs s a sp ay an maintain on-premise street
address number identification.

17.01.050 Commercial and manufacturin district si ns Zones C-6
-L and C-N

Permissible signs and their limitations in the commercial and manu-
facturing districts shall be identical to those in the business
distri cts (5 17.01.030).

17.01.060 Nei hborhood retail business district si ns Zone B-N

Permissible signs and their limitations in the neighborhood retail
business district (Zone B-N) shall be identical to those in the
business district (S 17.01.030) of this Code with the following
exceptions.

A. Any building-mounted sign shall be located on the face of
the building containing the main entrance to the business premises
and the sign, if facing abutting residential property, shall be
located more than 50 feet from said abutting residential owner's
property line.

B. Illumination from or upon any signs in this district shall
be shaded, shielded, directed, or reduced so that the light inten-

sityy

or brightness does not affect the enjoyment of residential
property in the vicinity in any substantial way. All such illumi-
nation shall be turned off between the hours of 10:00 P.N. and
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6:00 A.M., except that, if the premises are open for business after
10:00 P.M., the illumination shall be turned off at the close of
business.

17.01.070 Multi-fami 1 residential district si ns Zones MR-2; MR-3.
MR-3L; MR-35'R-8

A. Requirements for signs in multi -family residential districts
shall be identical to those for office and apartment district zones
(0 and OL) as set forth in 5 17.01.040 of this Code.

17.01.080 Sin le-fami 1 residential district si ns Zones R-7.2;
R-8.5 - ; R- 3; R- ; R A; R-A

A. General. Two categories of sign uses are covered by this
section.

1. Existing, legal nonconforming commercial uses. The
provisions herein for signs for commercial uses apply only to
legal nonconforming uses which have been approved under appli-
cable zoning ordinances prior to the enactment of this Code.

2. Noncommercial uses such as schools, churches, fire
stations, and house number identification.

B. Si ns for existin le al nonconformin uses. No more than
one primary s gn ss permitted for each use sn t is category so long
as the building remains legally nonconforming under provisions of
the Bellevue Zoning Code, as follows.

1. Such sign may be either freestanding, or building-
mounted.

2. If freestanding, the sign shall conform to the require-
ments of 5 17.01.030E1 of this Code.

3. A building-mounted sign shall conform to the require-
ments of 5 17.01.030E2 of this Code; provided, however, that no
sign shall exceed 20 square feet in surface area.

C. Si ns for noncommercial uses.

1. Si ns for churches schools, olf courses, fire stations,

s a e uno trussve, in eeptng wi th the character of the
neighborhood, and constructed of quality materials, as approved
in advance by the Administrator of this Code. No bui lding-
mounted sign shall exceed 20 feet in height and 50 square feet
in surface area, and no freestanding sign located between the
building line and the property line shall exceed 5 feet in
height and 25 square feet in surface area. No more than one
freestanding sign and one building-mounted sign is permitted
for the above uses.

2. Illumination. Illumination from or upon any signs in
si gle-ra~is es eotiai dist acts shaii be shaded. shieided,
directed, or reduced so that the light intensity or brightness
does not affect the enjoyment of residential property in the
vicinity in any substantial way.

3. House numbers. All houses in the single-family
e idse t ~oacdist ict s aii display ho s hers isibie i oe

the street.
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17.01.090 Tem orar and s ecial si ns.

Temporary and special signs or displays are nonpermanent in nature
and are intended for use only for a short period of time. The cate-
gory includes any banner, pennant, or advertising display constructed
of canvas, fabric, wood, plastic, or other semi -durable material, with
or without frame. Permissible signs, with applicable limitations, are
as follows.

A. Construction Si ns. These signs identify the architects,
engineers, contractors, or other individuals or firms involved with
the construction of a building and announce the character of the
building, or the purpose for which the building is intended. Such
signs may be displayed only after a building permit is obtained and
during the period of construction on the construction site. Only
one such sign (which may be double-faced) is permitted per construction
project for each public street upon which the project fronts.

In all zones other than single-family residential zones, no
construction sign shall exceed 32 square feet in surface area or 10
feet in height, nor be located closer than 10 feet from the property
line or closer than 30 feet from the property line of the abutting
owner. Further, such signs must be removed by the date of first
occupancy of the premises, or one year after placement of the
sign, whichever first occurs.

In single-family residential zones, no construction sign shall
exceed 8 square feet in surface area, or be located closer than 10
feet from the property line of the abutting owner. Such signs shall
be removed by the date of first occupancy of the premises or 6
months after first placement of the sign, whichever first occurs.

B. Grand o enin dis 1 s. Temporary signs, posters, banners,
strings o ig ts, c usters of flags, blinking lights, balloons, and
searchlights are permitted for a period of one week only to announce
the opening of a completely new enterprise or the opening of an
enterprise under new management. All such materials shall be removed
iamediately upon the expiration of one week (7 consecutive days).
Use of the above-described devi ces wi thin the limits specified shall
be an exception to the general prohibition on these devices in
5 17.01.120E of this Code. For further limitations on searchlights,
see 5 17. 01. 120H of this Code. Such displays are not exempt from
permit requirements and are permitted only in districts where the
enterprise so advertised is allowed under district zoning regulations.

C. Real estate si ns. All exterior real estate signs must be
of wood or plastic or ot er durable material. The permitted signs,
with applicable limits, are as follows:

1. Residential "for sale" and "sold" si ns. Signs adver-
tising res&dent~a property or sa e or so shall be limited
to one single or double-faced sign per street frontage not to
exceed 4 square feet in surface area, placed wholly on the
property for sale. The "for sale" sign may remain up for one
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year or until the property is sold, whichever occurs first.
The "sold" sign may remain up for 10 days after the occupancy
of residential proper ty.

2. Residential directional "o en house" si ns. Signs
advertising open ouse" an t e direct on to a residence for
sale shall be limited to one sign on the premises for sale and
three off-premises signs. However, if a realtor has more than
one house open for inspection in a single development or sub-
division, he is limited to four off-premises "open house" signs
in the entire development or subdivision. Such signs are per-
mitted only during daylight hours and when the realtor or
seller or an agent is in attendance at the property for sale.
No such sign shall exceed 4 square feet in surface area. The
sign may be placed along the periphery of a public right-of-way.

3. Undevelo ed commercial and industrial ro ert "for
1 t . One sign per street frontage advertising

p ial and industrial property for sale or for
rent is permitted while the property fs actually for sale or
rent. The sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in area, 7 feet
in height, shall be located more than 15 feet from the adjacent
property line, and shall be located wholly behind the property
line.

4. Develo ed commercial and industrial ro ert "for sale
or rent" si ns. One sign per street frontage a vertising a com-
mercia or industrial building for rent or sale is permitted
while the building is actually for rent or sale. If one face
of the building is less than 10 feet from the building line,
the sign shall be placed on the building or in a window. The
sign shall not exceed 16 square feet in area, shall not exceed
7 feet in height, if freestanding, shall be located more than
15 feet from the abutting property, and shall be located wholly
behind the building line. Apartment building "for rent" signs
are governed by 5 17.01.040 of this Code and not be this sub-
section.

5. Residential land subdivision si ns. Signs advertising
residential su divisions s a e imited to one double-faced
sign not exceeding 32 square feet in area per side placed at a
right angle to the street, or two signs not exceeding 32 square
feet in area facing the street, which shall be at least 200 feet
apart. No sign shall project beyond the building line, Such
signs must be placed more than 30 feet from the abutting owner's
property line and may not exceed a height of 12 feet. Such signs
shall be removed by the end of one year or when 75Ã of the houses
in the subdivision are sold or occupied, whi chever first occurs.
Permanent subdivision or neighborhood designation signs shall be
as approved by the Administrator of this Code, as set forth in
5 17.01.080C1 herein.

6. Subdivision directional si ns desi natin new develo-
ments. Signs advertising t e irection to a su v s on s a
Eeeumished and placed only by the developer or residents of
the subdivision, but at locations designated by the City. Signs
shall be of the dimensions 12" x 36", shall bear only the name
of the subdivision and a directional arrow (no name of realtor
permitted), and be limited in number to 4. The City will design-
ate placement of the signs at street intersections a maximum
of one mile from the nearest subdivision entrance . The signs
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shall be maintained by the developer and removed at
of one year or when 75K of the subdivision is occupi
whichever first occurs, unless a variance is granted
Board of Adjustment.

D, Political si ns. Political signs are prohibited
g 17.01.12 3 except:

1. Part head uarters. On-premises political
are permitted on t e premtses of political headquart
located in the business districts (g 17.01.030), on
buildings in the office and apartment districts (g
040), and in the commercial and manufacturing distri
(3 17.01.050), so long as the signs meet the require
of those districts.

2. Head uarters for candidate or ballot issue.
premises politica signs are permitted on t e prem s
headquarters of a candidate for public elective offi
partisan or nonpartisan) or on the headquarters of p
porting or opposing a public issue decided by ballot
headquarters are located in the business districts (
in office buildings in the office and apartment dist
(5 17.01.040), and in the commercial and manufacturi
(g 17.01.050), so long as the signs meet the require
those districts and so long as the signs remain for
no longer than 6 months. Such signs shall be remove
7 days after the general election.

17.01.100 Exem t si ns or dis la s.

The following signs or displays are exempted from coverage under
this Code.

A. Traffic or pedestrian control signs or signals, or signs
indicating scenic or historic points of interest, which are erected
by or on the order of, a public officer in the performance of his
public duty.

B. Signs required by law.

C. Official public notices, official court notices, or
official sheriff's notices.

D. The flag of a government or noncommercial institutions such
as schools.

E. Exterior signs or displays not visible from streets or
ways open to the public.

F. Signs in the interior of a building more than three feet
from the closest window or not facing a window.

G. Plaques, tablets or inscriptions indicating the name of
a building, its date of erection, or other commemorative information,
which are an integral part of the building structure or are attached
flat to the face of the building, which are noni lluminated, and which
do not exceed 3 square feet in surface area.

H. "No trespassing," "no dumping," "no parking," "private,"
and other informational warning signs, which shall not exceed 3
square feet in surface area.
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I. Reasonable seasonal decorations within the appropriate
public holiday season. However, such displays shall be removed
promptly at the end of the public holiday season.

J. The flag of a commercial institution. No more than one
flag is permitted per business premises, the flag shall not exceed
20 square feet in surface area, and shall be left loose to fly in
the breeze.

K. Sculptures, fountains, mosaics, and design features which
do not incorporate advertising or identification.

L. Sandwich-board signs worn by a person while walking the
public ways of the City.

M. Existing theater marquees [freestanding and/or building-mounted] .

17.01.110 Re ui rements a licable to all si ns.

A. Structural re ui rements. The structure and erection of
signs wit in t e ty o Be evue shall be governed by Chapters 2
and 4 of the Uniform Sign Code, 1970 Edition (or by superseding
edition adopted by the City), and the Uniform Building Code, 1970
Edition (or any superseding edition adopted by the City), Volume
I (including appendices), as promulgated by the International
Conference of Building Officials, which are hereby adopted and
made a part hereof by this reference. Three copies of said Codes
are on file in the office of the City Clerk. Compliance with said
Uniform Sign Code and Uniform Building Code shall be a prerequisite
to issuance of a sign permit under 5 17.01.130 of this Code.

B. Electrical re ui rements. Electrical requi rements for
signs wi tn t e C&ty of Be evue shall be governed by the National
Electrical Code, 1968 Edition (or any superseding edition adopted
by the City), promulgated by the National Fire Protection Associ a-
tion, which is hereby adopted and made a part hereof by this
reference. Compliance with said National Electrical Code shall
be required by every sign utilizing electrical energy as a pre-
requisite to issuance of a sign permit under B 17. 01. 130 of this
Code.

C. Si n illumination. Illumination from or upon any sign
shall be s a ed, s &e ded, directed or reduced so as to avoid undue
brightness, glare or reflection of light on private or public
property in the surrounding area, and so as to avoid unreasonably
distracting pedestrians or motorists. "Undue brightness" is illumi-
nation in excess of that which is reasonably necessary to make
the sign reasonably visible to the average person on an adjacent
street.

D. Si n maintenance. All signs, including signs heretofore
installed sha 1 be constantly maintained in a state of security,
safety, and repair. If any sign is found not to be so maintained
or is insecurely fastened or otherwise dangerous, it shall be the
duty of the owner and/or occupant ofthe premises on which the sign
is fastened to repair or remove the sign within 5 days after receiv-
ing notice from the Sign Code Administrator. The premises surround-
ing a freestanding sign shall be free and clear of rubbish and land-
scaping area free of weeds.

E. Si n obstructin view or assa e. No sign shall be located
so as to phys&eel y o struct any oor, w ndow, or exit from a bui ld-
ing. No sign shall be located so as to be hazardous to a motorist's
ingress and egress from parking areas of any way open to the public.
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F. Landsca in for freestandin si ns. All primary freestanding
signs sha inc ude as part of t ei r design landscaping about their
base to prevent automobiles from hitting the sign-supporting structure
and to improve the overall appearance of the installation. The plant-
ing area bout the base of the sign shall be a minimum of one square
foot for each square foot of sign surface area and shall include both
trees and shrubs so that at the time of installation a minimum of 25K
of the requi red planting area is covered by plant material.

If the landscaping is not installed concurrently with the sign,
the applicant for a sign permit shall post a bond or make a cash
deposit with the City in a sum sufficient for the City to accomplish
the required landscaping if not timely installed by the permittee.
If the landscaping is completed within 60 days after completion of
the sign installation, the deposit or bond shall be returned to the
person who furnished the same. If the required landscaping is not
completed within 60 days after completion of the sign installation,
the City may hire the work done and retain the deposit or require
payment on the bond. The Code Administrator, for reasons of weather,
good planting practices, or unforeseeable construction delay may grant
a reasonable extension of the time period specified in this subsection.

G.
inspectio

All sign users shall permit the periodic
by the City upon City request.

H. Conflictin rovi sions . Whenever two provisions of this
Code over ap or conf tct wit regard to the size or placement of a
sign, the more restrictive provision shall apply.

I. Bui ldin line. In any area of the City where the applicable
building one ts located more than 65 feet from the centerline of the
City street on which it faces, the building line shall, for purposes
of limiting size or placement of signs under this Code, be deemed to
begin 65 feet from the centerline of the street and to run parallel
thereto.

J. Painted si ns — mountin . All painted signs over 10 square
feet in surface area sha painted on plywood or other backing
materia'1, as distinguished from painting on the building wall itself,
so that the sign can be physically removed from the building.

17.01.120 Prohibited si ns,

The following signs or displays are prohibited, except as indicated.
Prohibited signs are subject to removal by the City at the owner's
or user's expense (see 5 17.01.140).

A. Window signs containing material unrelated to the merchan-
dise for sale or service performed by the person or business on
whose premises or property the sign is located (except real estate
"open house" and subdivision directional signs as governed by SS
17.01.090C2 and 17.01.090C6 of this Code). Provided, however, on-
premises signs may call the attention of the public to public
holidays or community events, the time and temperature.

B. Signs which purport to be, or are, an imitation of, or
resemble an official traffic sign or signal, or which bear the words
"stop," "caution," "danger," "warning," or similar words.

C. Signs which, by reason of their size, location, movement,
content, coloring or manner of illumination may be confused with or
construed as a traffic control sign, signal, or device, or the light
of an emergency or radio equipment vehicle; or which obstruct the
visibility of any traffic or street sign or signal device.
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D. Signs which rotate or have a part or parts which move or
revolve except that the movement of the hands of a clock or digital
changes indicating time and temperature are permitted.

E. Signs or displays of banners, clusters of flags, posters,
pennants, ribbons, streamers, strings of lights, spinners, twi rlers
or propellers, flashing, rotating or blinking lights, chasing or
scintillating lights, flares, balloons, bubble machines, and
similar devices of a carnival nature, or containing elements creat-
ing sound or sects. ~gxte tine: te tain of these de ines are per-
mitted on a limited basis as seasonal decorations under 5 17.01.100I
or for grand openings of new businesses under g 17.01.0908 of this
Code.

F. Signs identifying, or window signs advertising, activities,
products, businesses, or services which have been discontinued for
more than 60 days on the premises upon which the signs are located.

G. Private signs on utility poles .

H. Searchlights, except if:
1. They are used by any business or enterprise once yearly

only for a maximum period of 7 consecutive days, or for purposes
of the grand opening of a new enterprise or an enterprise under
new management for a maximum period of 7 consecutive days.
(See 8 17.01.0908)

2. The beam of the searchlight does not flash against any
building or does not sweep an arc greater than 45'rom vertical.

I. Signs painted directly on building faces, walls, or building
structural components. Painted signs are permitted only upon a back-
ing of plywood or other material which can readily be removed from
the building.

J. Political signs on any real property within the City,
whether private or public, except as set forth in g 17.01.090D.

K. Billboards.

L. Portable signs, which for the purpose of this Code shall
mean a sign which has no permanent attachment to a building or the
ground, including A.=frame signs, pole attachments, mobile signs,
but not including real estate open house signs, or A-frame signs
permitted under g 17.01.100L.

N. Roof signs.

N. Canopy signs.

17.01.130 Permits and fees.

-18-



1875
8-2-73

A, Permit re ui rements. No sign governed by the provisions
of this Code of more t an 4 square feet in surface area shall be
erected, altered, or relocated by any person, firm or corporation
from and after the date of adoption of this Code without a permit
issued by the City. With the exception of subdivision directional
signs (8 17.01.090C6), no permit is required for a sign of 4 square
feet or less surface area, but such signs must otherwise comply with
this Code. No new permit is required for signs which have permits
and which conform with the requirements of this Code on the date
of its adoption unless and until the sign is altered or relocated.
Signs which, on the date of adoption of this Code, have permits,
but do not conform with this Code's requirements may be eligible
for characterization as "legal nonconforming" signs and for legal
nonconforming sign permits under 5 17.01.150 herein.

B. Permit a lications. Applications for permits shall contain
the name an a ress o t e owner and user of the sign, the name and
address of the owner of the property on which the sign is to be located,
the location of the sign structure, drawings or photographs showing
the design and dimensions of the sign and details of its proposed
placement, and such other pertinent information as the Administrator
of this Code may require to insure compliance with this Code and other
applicable ordinances. Permit applications shall be available for
inspection by the public upon request.

C. Fees. Fees for sign permits shall be based upon the
size of the sign as follows.

Under 25 sq. ft.
Over 25 sq. ft.

Fee

$ 5.00
10.00

The above fees do not include an electrical permit fee when applicable.

0, Ex iration of ermits. A sign permit shall become null and
void if t e wor for whic t e permit was issued has not been com-
pleted within one year of its issuance. Permits for temporary or
special signs (5 17.01.090) shall expire a maximum of 12 months from
the date of the sign installation. Such permits are not subject to
renewal.

No new permit shall be required:

1. For repainting, cleaning or other normal maintenance
or repair of a sign or sign structure for which a permit has
previously been issued, so long as the sign structure or con-
tent is not modified in any way.

2. For the changing of the advertising copy or message
on an approved readerboard or theatre marquee, during the
period of amortization.

F.
denied b

When a sign permit is
written notice of the
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denial to the applicant, together with a brief written statement of
the reasons for the denial.

G. Si n ermit a eals.

l. A eal from denial of ermit. Appeal may be taken to
the Board o A justment rom t e Administrator's denial of a
sign permit for reasons other than failure to meet the require-
ments of the Uniform Sign Code, or the National Electrical Code
(SS 17.01.110A and 17.01.1108). Appeal procedure is set forth
in 5 17.01. 160 of this Code.

Appeal from a denial of a sign permit on grounds of non-
compliance with the Uniform Sign Code, the Uniform Building
Code, or the National Electrical Code shall be taken to the
Building Code Board of Appeals and shall be governed by the
procedures of Chapter 3.50, Bellevue Municipal Code.

2. A eal from failure of Administrator to act on ermit1'' '0 d . e dmin strator s a& ure to
y g eny a sign application within 30 days

of the date an application meeting the requirements of 5 17.01
. 1308 is filed shall be grounds for appeal to the Board of
Adjustment under terms of 5 17.01. 160 of this Code.

17.01.140 Administration, enforcement and si n removal.

A. Code Administrator. The Administrator of this Code shall be
appointed an removed y t e City Manager. The Administrator is hereby
authorized and directed to enforce and carry out all provisions of this
Code, both in letter and spirit, with vigilance and with all due speed.
To that end, the Administrator is authorized to formulate procedures
consistent with the purposes of this Code. The Administrator is further
empowered to delegate the duties and powers granted to and imposed upon
him under this Code. As used in this Code, "Administrator of this
Code" or "Administrator" shall include his authorized representative.

B. Ins ection b Administrator. The Administrator is hereby
empowered to enter or inspect any ui lding, structure, or premises
in the City of Bellevue, upon which, or in connection with which a
sign. as defined by this Code, is located, for the purpose of inspec-
tion of the sign, its structural and electrical connections, and to
insure compliance with the provisions of this Code. Such inspections
shall be carried out during business hours, unless an emergency exists.

C. Code violations and enforcement. The remedies provided in
this sect&on for vio ations o or fa& ure to comply with provisions
of this Code, whether civil, criminal, or for sign removal, shall be
cumulative and shall be in addition to any other remedy provided by
law. It is intended that the civil penalty described herein shall
be used in preference to the criminal penalty, except in cases of
repeated, malicious, willfully prolonged, or flagrant violations of
this Code.

Any sign which is not in compliance with all the provisions of
this Code is referred to herein as an "unlawful" sign.

1. Civil remedies. The violation of or failure to comply
with any hate p o ssTo s of this Code, o the erection, se
or display of any sign not in compliance with all of the pro-
visions of this Code shall be and hereby is declared to be
unlawful.
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a. The City of Bellevue,
through its au g , y tiate injunction or abate-
ment proceedings or other appropriate action in the courts against
any person who violates or fails to comply with any provision of
this Code, or against the erector, owner or user of an unlawful
sign or the owner of the property on which an unlawful sign is
located, to prevent, enjoin, abate or terminate violations of
this Code and/or the erection, use or display of an unlawful
sign.

b. Civil enalt . Any person who violates or fails to
comply with any o t e provisions of this Code of the erector,
owner, or user of an unlawful sign or the owner of property on
which an unlawful sign is located shall be subject to a civil
penalty of $250 for each week or portion thereof that the use
or display of the unlawful sign has continued, except that the
owner of property on which an unlawful sign is located, who is
not also the owner or user of the unlawful sign, shall be subject
to the penalty only if demand for removal or alteration of the
unlawful sign shall have been mailed to said owner at his last
known address by registered mail, return receipt requested, and
the demand has remained uncomplied with for more than 30 days.

2. Criminal ena1t . The violation. of or fai lure to comply
with any o t e prov&scans of this Code or the erection, use.
or display of any sign not in compliance with all of the pro-
visions of this Code is a misdemeanor; and, upon conviction,
the violator shall be punished by a fine of not more than $ 250
and shall be required to remove the unlawful sign.

3. Removal of unlawful si n. If an unlawful sign has not
been removed wit in 3 days after conviction of violation or
imposition of civil penalty, the City may cause the sign to be
removed and charge the costs to the violator. If removal costs
have not been paid and the sign reclaimed within 30 days of its
removal by the City, the City may sell or otherwise dispose of
the sign and apply the proceeds toward costs of removal. Any
proceeds in excess of costs of removal shall be paid to the
owner of the sign.

Signs which the Administrator finds present an immediate
and serious danger to the public because of their unsafe con-

ditionn

may be immediately removed by the Administrator without
notice.

Neither the City nor any of its agents shall be liable for
any damage to the sign when removed under this section.

D. Procedure u on a eals to Board of Ad ustment.

1. Deliver of si n a lication to Board. Upon the filing
of a notice o appea wc t t e City er 5 .01.16001), the
Administrator shall promptly transmit to the Board of Adjustment,
the appropriate application for a sign permit, the written notice
of denial with reasons therefor, together with all plans, specifi-
cations and other papers pertaining to the application . When the
appeal is from failure of the Administrator to grant a permit
within 30 days, the Administrator shall, in addition to the fore-
going, furnish the Board with a brief written statement of the
reasons for the failure.
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2. Statement in su ort of Administrator's osit1on.
Upon any appea , t e Administrator may, in his discretion,
furnish the Board w1th a written statement of his position
on the appeal and may therein reply to the position of the
appellant. Such statements must be filed with the Board of
Adjustment at least 10 days in advance of the hearing on the
appeal.

3. Administrator's a earance at the hearin . The
Administrator or is representative s a atten and state his
position at any appeal or variance hearing.

E. Advice from Board of Ad ustment. The Administrator may
seek the adv ce o t e Boar of A justment on novel or difficult
s1tuations, signs, or questions that arise under this Code. How-
ever, such adv1ce given shall not bind the Administrator.

17.01.150 Nonconformin s1 ns--amortization eriod.

A. General. To ease the economic impact of this Code on
businessmeen wt i substantial investment in signs in existence on
the date of adopt1on of th1s Code, this section provides for up
to g years of continued use of a nonconforming sign in its exist-
ing state. Our1ng this period, 1t is expected that the sign may
be amortized on federal income taxes; however, whether it may be
so amortized shall not affect the application of this section.
Similar treatment is accorded signs in areas annexed to the City
after the Code's enactment.

B. Le al nonconformin si ns.

l. Notification of nonconformit .

The S1gn Code Administrator shall, as soon as
pract1cable, survey the C1ty for signs which do not conform
to the requirements of this Code. Upon determination that a
sign is nonconforming, the Administrator shall use reasonable
efforts to so notify either personally or in writing the user
or owner of the s1gn and the owner of the property on wh1ch
the sign 1s located of the following.

a. The sign's nonconformity.

b. Whether the sign is eligible for character1za-
tion as legal nonconforming.

c. The Adm1nistrator's estimate of whether the sign's
replacement cost is less than or greater than $250,

d. If the sign's replacement cost is greater than
$250, the Administrator's est1mate of whether the expenditure
required to bring the sign into conformity is less than or
greater than $250.

If the identity of the sign owner, user, or owner of the
property on which the sign is located cannot be determined
after reasonable inquiry, the not1ce may be affixed in a con-
spicuous place on the sign or on the business premises with
which the sign is associated.

2. Si ns el1 ible for characterizat1on as mle al non-
conio inqn iiit t e exceptsons e e n p o ed, any on-premises

-22-



1875
7-2-73

primary sign located within the City limits on the date of
adoption of this Code, or located in areas annexed to the
City thereafter, which do not conform with the provisions of
this Code, are eligible for characterization as "legal non-
conforming" signs, provided i t also meets the following
requi remen ts.

a. The sign has a replacement value of more than
$250.

b. The sign cannot be brought into compliance with
an expenditure of $250 or less.

c. The sign was covered by a sign permit on the date
of adoption of this Code, if one was required under applicable
law.

d. If no si gn permit was required under applicable
law for the sign in question, the sign was in all respects in
compliance with applicable law on the date of adoption of this
Code.

Exce tions: No temporary or special signs, as defined by
5 17.0 .09 of this Code, prohibited signs, as defined by
5 17.01.120, or incidental signs, as defined in 5 17.01.030F,
shall be eligible for characterization as "legal nonconforming
signs."

3. Characterization as "le al nonconformin ." Each sign
user with&n t e sty aving existing nonconforming signs meeting
the requirements of B 17.01.15082 shall be permitted to designate
one (only) of such signs for characterization as "legally non-
conforming," for each street upon which the business premises
fronts. Such designation shall be made in the application for
a legal nonconforming sign permit.

4. Permit for le al nonconformin si ns. A legal noncon-
forming s gn permst is required for eac legal nonconforming
sign designated under 5 17.01.15DB3. The permit shall be obtained
by the sign user or the sign owner, or the owner of the property
on which the sign is located within 60 days of notification by
the City (under 5 17.01.15081) that the sign is nonconforming.
The permit shall be issued without fee and shall expire at the
end of the amortization period prescribed in 5 17.01. 150D2.

Applications for a nonconforming sign permit shall contain
the name and address of the sign user, the sign owner, and, if
available, the owner of the property on which the sign is located
and such other pertinent information as the Administrator may
require to insure compliance with the Code, including proof of the
date of installation of the sign.

A nonconforming sign for which no permit has been issued
within the 60-day period shall within 6 months be brought into
compliance with the Code or be removed. Failure to comply shall
subject the sign user, owner, or owner of the property on which
the sign is located to the remedies and penalties of 5 17.01.140C
herein.

5. Loss of le al nonconformin status. A legal nonconform-
ing sign s a mme ate y ose its egal nonconforming designa-
tion if:
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a. The sign is altered in any way in structure or
copy (except for readerboards and normal maintenance described
in S 17.01.150F), which tends to or makes the sign more non-
conforming to the requi rements of this Code than it was before
the alteration; or

b. The sign is relocated to a position making it
more nonconforming to the requirements of this Code; or

c. The sign is replaced; or

d. Any new primary sign is erected or placed in
connection with the enterprise using the legal nonconforming
si gn.

On the happening of any one of a, b, c, or d, the permit
for what had been designated as a legal nonconforming sign
shall become void, the Administrator shall notify the sign owner
or user of cancellation of the permit, and the sign shall be
immediately brought into compliance with this Code with a new
permi t secured therefor, or shall be removed.

C. Ille al nonconformin si ns. An illegal nonconforming sign
is any sign w i c oes not comply with the requirements of this Code
within the City limits as they now or hereafter exist; and,

1. Which has a replacement value of $250 or less; or

2. Which has a replacement value of more than $250 but
which may be brought into conformity with an expenditure of
$250 or less; or

3. Which has a replacement value of more than $250 but
is not eligible for characterization as legal nonconforming
under S 17.01.150B2.

D. Amortization eriod for nonconformin si ns.

1. Ille al nonconformin si ns. Illegal nonconforming
signs as defined in S 7.0 . a ove, may remain in a non-
conforming state for 6 months after the date of notification
of nonconformity by the City (S 17.01. 150B1). Thereafter, such
signs shall be brought into conformity with this Code with a
permit issued therefor or be removed.

2. Le al nonconformin si ns. Legal nonconforming signs,
as defined in S 17.01. 50B a ove, for which a legal nonconform-
ing sign permit has been issued, may remain in a nonconforming
state for 9 years after the date of installation of the sign,
or 6 years after notification by the City of the sign's non-
conformity, whichever is longer. Thereafter, the sign shall
be brought into conformity with this Code with a permit issued
therefor or be removed. Provided, however, that the amortiza-
tion period established by this section may be used only so long
as the sign retains its legal nonconforming status (see S 17.01
.150B5); and, provided further, that upon any change in land use
or occupancy, or change in business name, such legal nonconform-
ing signs shally within 6'os, be brought into conformi ty wi th
this Code with a permit issued therefor or be removed.

E. Fixin of "re lacement value" and "ex enditure to brin into
to ~o~itn,r Rep ateeent va ue oi a sign as used herein is the expen-
diture required for replacement of the sign in question by a reputable
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sign maker, as estimated by the Admi nistrator of this Code. The
Administrator may use the valuation fixed by the County Assessor
as a basis of his valuation.

Expenditure to bring a sign into conformity is that expendi-
ture required for a reputable sign maker to bring the sign in
question into conformity with the provisions of this Code, as
estimated by the Administrator.

The Administrator's estimate may be appealed to the Board of
Adjustment by the sign owner, user, or owner of the property on
which the sign is located if notice of appeal is given within 60
days of the date on which written notice of the estimate is given
under B 17.01.15081.

F. Nonconformin si n maintenance and re air. Nothing in this
section s a 1 re ieve t e owner or user o a ega nonconforming sign
or owner of the property on which the legal nonconforming sign is
located from the provisions of this Code regarding safety, maintenance
and repair of signs, contained in 5 17.01.110 of this Code, and from
the provisions on prohibited signs, contained in B 17.01.120 herein.

Provided, however, that any repainting, cleaning, and other
normal maintenance or repair of the sign or sign structure shall
not modify the sign structure or copy in any way which makes i t more
nonconforming or the sign may lose its legal nonconforming status.
(See B 17.01.150B5)

17.01.160 Board of Ad'ustment 'urisdiction and ower.

A. The Board of Adjustment shall have the power and duty to:

1. Hear and decide appeals by a sign permit applicant
from the decision of the Administrator of this Code denying, or
fai ling to grant a sign permit within 30 days of application.

2. Grant a variance from the requirements of this Code as
part of the disposition of an appeal from action of the Code
Administrator denying or failing to grant a sign permit (see
8 17.01.150B2).

3. Hear and decide appeals by a sign owner, user, or
owner of the property on which a sign is located from charac-
terization of a sign as legal nonconforming or illegal noncon-
forming under 5 17.01. 150, and the Administrator 's fixing of
the replacement value of a nonconforming sign or the expenditure
to bring a nonconforming sign into conformity under B 17.01.150.

4. Nake recoawnendations to the City Council for changes
to this Code.

5. Give advice to the Sign Code Administrator when asked.

The Board shall not have jurisdiction to hear appeals from the
denial of a sign permit on grounds of noncompliance with requi rements
of the Uniform Sign Code, Uniform Building Code, or National Elec-
trical Code, required under BS 17.01.110A and 17.01.110B of this Code.
Such appeals shall be heard and determined by the Building Code Board
of Appeals created by Chapter 3.50, Bellevue Municipal Code.

B. Criteria for Board decision.
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l. In appeals to
the Board tor denying a sign
permit 1n connection with wh1ch no petition for variance has
been filed, the Board's scope of review shall be limited to
determining whether or not the Code Administrator's dec1sion
is 1n accordance with the requirements of th1s Code and
accordingly affirm or reverse his decision. If the Code
Adm1nistrator's decision 1s reversed, the Board shall direct
the Administrator to issue the permit 1n accordance with its
decision. If the Administrator fails to do so for 5 days from
receipt of the direction from the Hoard, the Board may issued
the permit.

In appeals from failure of the Administrator to grant a
permit within 30 days of appl1cation, the Board shall determine
whether the sign and the application meet the requirements of
this Code. If so, the Board shall grant the permit; if not,
the Hoard shall deny the permit. In the absence of a petit1on
therefor, no variance from the requirements of the Code shall
be granted or allowed.

2. A eals w1th etition for var1ance. In appeals from
decision of t e Code Adminsstrator denying or refusing to grant
a sign perm1t in connect1on with wh1ch the appealing party or
any other 1nterested party has filed a Pet1tion for Variance,
the Board shall have the power and duty described in 5 17.01.160Cl
and, in add1tion, shall have the power to hear, decide and grant
or deny the requested variance from the prov1sions or requirements
of this Code.

The Board may grant a variance from the provisions or require-
ments of this Code only where:

a. The literal interpretation and str1ct applicat1on
of the provisions and requ1rements of this Code would cause
undue and unnecessary hardship to the sign user because of
unique or unusual condit1ons pertain1ng to the specific build-
ing or parcel of property in question.

b. The grant1ng of the requested variance would not
be mater1ally detr1mental to the property owners in the v1cinity.

c. The unusual conditions applying to the specific
property do not apply generally to other properties in the City.

d. The granting of the var1ance will not be contrary
to the general objective of this Code of moderating the size,
number and obtrusive placement of signs and the reduction of
clutter.
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In granting a variance, the Board may attach thereto such
conditions regarding the location, character and other features
of the proposed sign as it may deem necessary to carry out the
spirit and purpose of this Code in the public interest.

C. Perfection of a eal.

l. An appeal with or without petition for variance may
be considered by the Board only if:

a. Written notice of appeal, with or without petition
for variance, is filed with the City:

(1) Within 10 days of the decision of the Code
Administrator denying a sign permit;

(2) Within 40 days of the submission of a sign
permit application which the Administrator has neither
granted nor denied within 30 days; and

(3) Within 60 days of the Administrator's charac-
terization of a sign as "nonconforming" or fixing the sign's
replacement value or expenditure to bring into compliance
under 5 17.01.15084, which period shall begin to run with
the mailing or delivery or notice of such characterization
to the sign user or sign owner, or owner of the property
on which the sign is located; or the posting of the notice
on the sign or the associated business premises.

$25.
b. The notice of appeal is accompanied by a fee of

c. The appellant serves upon the Board of Adjustment
a written statement of the reasons in support of his position 5
days before the hearing on the appeal.

2. The Board shall, on its own motion, or on the motion
of any interested party, dismiss an appeal for failure of the
appellant to meet any of the requirements of 5 17.01. 1 60C1 or
for failure of the appellant to otherwise diligently prosecute
the appeal, or if the Board finds the appellant has made any
knowingly false or misleading statement or representation in
his sign application or appeal.

D. Board rocedure.

1. Notice of hearin . The Board shall hear and decide
appeals wit in ays o the filing of the notice of appeal.
Notice of the hearing on an appeal shall be given by the Board
not less than 10 days prior to the hearing to:

a. The appellant, in writing, at the address given
on the notice of appeal.

b. The Code Administrator, in writing.

c. To any person filing a written statement in
opposition to the appellant's position taken in the appeal.

d. Any person filing a written request with the City
for special notice of Hoard hearings in the 6 months following
giving of the request.
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e. To the public by posting a copy of the notice
hearing in a conspicuous place within the City Hall.

f. To the property owner and property owners in t
vicinity of the property which is concerned in the appeal by
posting 3 placards in conspicuous places on or wi thin 50 fee
of the property concerned. Such notice and placards shall b
in a form prescribed by the Board and shall set forth the ti
place and purpose of the hearing.

2. ~Hear1n . All hearings of the Board shall be open t
the public, and those in attendance shall be afforded an opp
tunity, the length and conditions of which shall be prescrib
by the Board, to address the Board on the issues to be determ
The appellant and Code Administrator or his representative s
be afforded an opportunity to address the Board on any matte
issue. Any party or interested person may be represented by
another at the hearing.

3. Hearin minutes and decision. The Board shall keep
minutes o its proceedings, sha cause to be kept a verbatim
record or tape recording of the hearing on any appeal or peti
tion for variance, and shall prepare a notice of its decision
on any appeal together with its fi ndings of fact in support o
that decision, all of which shall be open to public inspectio
Copies of the Board's decisions on appeals and petitions for
variances shall be mailed or delivered to the applicant, to the
Code Administrator, and to persons filing requests for special
notice of hearings.

E. Su erior court review of Board decisions. Review or appeal
of any Board decision re ating to t is Sign o e may be taken by any
interested person to the Superior Court of King County, by application
to said court, within 10 days from the date of Board decision for a
writ of certiorari, a writ of prohibition, or a writ of mandamus,
as provided by Revised Code of Washington, Section 35A.63.110.

Service of a copy of the request for superior court review shall
be made upon the City, which shall be suffi cient service on the Board.

The record transmitted by the City to the Clerk of the Superior
Court shall include the verbatim record or tape recording of the
hearing in its untranscribed form and the City shall not be required
to pay for the transcription.

17.01. 170 Conflict severabi lit and effective date.

A. Conflict. If any provision of this Code is found to be in
conflict with any other provision of any zoning, building, fire,
safety or health ordinance or code of the City of Bellevue, the pro-
vision which establishes the higher standard shall prevail.

B. Severabilit . If any section, subsection, sentence, clause
or phrase o t is Code or its application to any person or circum-
stance is held invalid by the decision of any court of competent
jurisdiction, the remainder of this Code, or the application of the
provision to other persons or circumstances is not affected and
shall remain in full force and effect.

C. Effective date. Sections 17.01.150B through 17.01.150F
of this nrrdmance s a T take eri'ect and be in force January i, isye.
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The remainder of this ordinance shall take effect and be in force
five days after its passage, approval and legal publication.

PASSED by the City Council this C day of
1973, and signed in authenti cation of its passage t

, 1973.

Atter7~~
Patricia . We er
City Clerk

Pub 1 i shed
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