
BELL@~ CITY OHDINANCE NO.

AN OBDINANCE relating to and regulating Detective
Agencies and Private Detectives; provid ing for the
licensing thereof; and defining offenses and pre-
scribing penalties,
THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLEV'UE DO ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. DEFINITIONS: The words and phrases used
herein, unless the context otherwise indicates, shall have
the following meanings:

(a) The term "City" shall be deemed the City of
Bellevue.

(b) The words "Private detective business" shall mean
and include the business of, or the representation of
being engaged in the business of, making for-hire or
reward investigation or investigations with reference
to any of the following matters:

Detecting, discovering or revealing crime or
criminals, or securing secret information or evidence
relating thereto;

Discovering or revealing the identity, whereabouts,
character or actions of any person or persons, thing
or things;

The habits, conduct, movements, whereabouts, asso-
ciations, transactions, reputations or character of any
person, firm or corporation;

The credibility of witne sses or other persons;
The location or recovery of lost or stolen property;
The causes, origin or responsibility for fires or

accidents or injuries to real or personal property.
The affiliation, connection or relation of any per-

son, firm or corporation with any union or non-union
organization, with any official member or representa-
tive thereof, or with any person or persons seeking
employment in the place of any person or persons who have
quit work by reason of any strike;

The truth or falsity of any statement or representa-
tion;

The business of securing for hire or reward evidence
to be used before authorized investigating committees,
boards of award or arbitration, or in the t rial of civil
or criminal cases;

(c) Nothing in this ordinance shall apply to any officer
or employee of any state, county, city or town, appointedor elected by due authority of law; to any person, firm
or corporation, whose business is the furnishing of
information as to the business and financial standing



and credit of persons, firms or corporations; nor to
any person, firm or corporation inquiring as to the
personal habits and financial responsibilities of appli-
cants for insurance, indemnity bonds, or commercial
credit, or of claimants under insurance policies.
(d) 1. The words "detective agency" shall mean snd
include any person who as principal or employer engages
in or who advertises or holds himself out as being en-
gaged in, the private detective business.

2. The words "private detective" shall mean and
include any natural person of either sex who engages in,
or who advertises or holds himself out, as being engaged
in, the private detective business as agent or employee
of a duly licensed detective agency.

Section 2 ~ ENGAGING IN DETECTIVE BUSINESS 'iVITHOUT
LICZNSZ UNLAWFUL: It shall be unlawful for any person,
unless duly licensed so to do pursuant to this ordinance,
to engage in, or to advertise or hold himself out as being
engaged in, tbs private detective busine ss; Provided, that
no license required herein shall be granted to any person (1)
who within ten years of the date of application for such
license has been convicted of any felony~ or (2) who is under
21 ye ar s o f a ge .

Section 5. DZTECTIVZ AGENCY LICENSE - FZE; It shall
be unlawful for any person to engage in business as a detec-
tive agency without having first obtained and being the owner
of' valid and subsisting license so to do, to be known as a
"detective agency license" ~d having on file a surety bond
as required by Section . The fee for such "detective
agency license" shall be and ereby is fixed in the sum of

per annum.

Section 4. PRIVATE DZTECTIVE LIC1$SE — FEE: It shall
be unlawful for any person, whether licensed as a detective
agency or not, to engage in the private detective business
or to act, or engage in business, as a private detective
without first obtaining and being the owner and holder of a
valid and subsisting license so to do, to be known as a "pri-
vate detective license," the fee for which shall be and hereby's i' in th f 8~5.d p xaum; p 'd d,
that a "private detective i&cense" shall, without the payess:ntof'ny fee therefor, be is sued to an individual, to one mem-
ber of' partnership, or f irm, or to one of ficer of a cor-
poration holding a "detective agency license," or employed
by the holder of a "detective agency license." On such "pri-
vate detective license" shall be designated the number of the
detective agency license bg reason of which the "private
detective license" is issudd, and such license shall be in
force snd effect only so long as such person is possessed of,
or is a member oi' partnership or officer of a corporation
holding, or is employed by the holder of, such "detective
agency license."

Section 5, APPLICATION FOR PRIVATE DETECTIVE LICENSE:
Applications for "private detective license" shall be made
to the City Clerk on forms to be furnished by her for that
purpose, shall be signed and verified by the applicant, and
shall state his full name, age and residence, his present
and previous occupations and the address of the place of
husiness and the name of his employer. The City Clerk upon



presentation. of'n application for a "private detective
license," and before acting upon the same, shall request
the Chief of Police to make a full investigation as to the
truth of the statements contained therein and as to any and
all other matters which might tend to aid the City CIsrk in
determining whether or not, the application shall be granted.
The Chief of Police shall, within f ive days after the date
of such request, furnish a written report to the City Clerk
containing the results of his investigation, and if the City
Clerk be satisf'ied that the statements contained in said
application are true, that the applicant is of'od moral
character and has complied with all requirements of this
ordinance, sbe shall issue tbe license applied f'r in accor-
dance with the provisions of this ordinance, otherwise said
application shall be denied.

Section 6. EMPLOYS NOT K) DIVULGE INFOI5tATION: It
shall be unlawful f'r any person who is or has been an em-
ployee of a Detective Agency to divulge to any person, other
than his employer, except as his employer may direct and
except as may be required by law, any information acquired
by him during such employmsnt with respect to any of'he
work to which he, or any other employee of such detective
agency, shall have been assigned by such detective agency,
or with respect to any of the work, business o" affairs of
such detective agency.

Section 7. UNLAWFUL ACTS: It shall be unlawful for any
licensee under this ordinance to knowingly incite, encourage
or aid in inciting or encouraging any person or persons who
have become a party to any strike, to commit unlawf'ul acts
against the person or property of anyone, or knowingly to
incite, stir up, create or aid in inciting discontent or
dissatisf'action among the employees of'ny person, firm or
corporation with the intention of'aving them strike, or to
send 1ette s or literature to employers offering to eliminate
labor unions, or for sny persons to f'alsely state or represent
that be is or has been a private detective or employed by
a detective agency, or f'r any licensee hereunder or employee
thereof to assume to act as an officer of the law without
proper authority.

Section 8 ~ BOND FOR DETECTIVE AGENCY LICENSE: Every
applicant for a detective agency license shall f ile with the
City Clerk at the time the application is filed, a surety
company bond running to the City of Bellevue, in a penal sum
of' 4 ddd od condit ioned that the licensee will
insofar as they relate to the business of'etectiv or de-
tective agency.

Section 9. PRIUATE GUARD LICENSE — FZE: It is unlaw-
ful to engage in occupation of private guard to prevent theft
or unlawful taking of goods, wares and msrchand ise or to pur-
port to engage therein without a Private Guard License, the
fee f'r which shall be $ D. d d per annum and
Whioh Shall eXpire / uembct- q/sI Of eaoh year ~

No private guard shal operate except as an employee under
a duly licensed Detective Agency. Application for such license
shall be made to the City Clerk on a similar form and shall
follow tne same procedure as is provided herein for a privatedetective license.



Section 10. REVOCATION AND SUSPENSION OF LICENSES.
In addition to the penalties provided by law, the City
Council reserves unto itself the right to revoke, or suspend
any license issued under the provisions of this ordinance
at any time, where the same was procured by fraud, or false
representation of fact, or for the violation of, or failure
to comply with, any of the provisions of this ordinance by
the person holding such license, or any of his servants,
agents or employees, while acting within the scope of their
employment, where the conviction of the person holding such
license of a f elony or misdemeanor involving moral turpitude
or intent to defraud, or the conviction of'ny of his serv-
ants, agents or employees of any felony or misdemeanor in-
volving an attempt to defraud committed while acting within
the scope of their employment, or if the licensee, any of
his servants, agent,s or employees, while acting within the
scope of their employment violate any law or ordinance re-
lating to the sale or possession of intoxicating liquors
the use, possession, or sale of narcotic drugs, or violate
any law or ordinance relating to the public morality or de-
cency. At least three days before revoking any license, the
City Council shall cause to be mailed, or delivered, to the
holder of such license, at his last known address, a notice
of the time and place of hearing concerning the revocation,
at which the licensee shall be entitled to be heard and in-
troduce the testimony of witnesses. The action of the City
Council relating to such revocation shall be final, provided,
that whenever any person to whom the license has been granted
under the provisions of'his ordinance, shall be convicted
of violating any of the provisions thereof, such revocation
shall be prima facie evidence of facts sufficient to warrant
revocation of the license held by such person.

Revocation of a license by the City Council shall be by
ordinance, and any person whose license has been revoked
shall not again be licensed to engage in, or carry on, the
same line of business for a period of at least one year from
the date of'uch revocation.

The City Council may suspend any license issued under
the provisions of'his ordinance for a period of not less
than ten days, nor more than sixty days. All suspensions
shall be by resolution of the City Council and shall be ei'-
fective immediately.

It shall be unlawful for any person whose license has
been revoked or suspended, to keep the license issued to him
in his possession or under his control, but said license
shall immediately be surrendered to the City Clerk. In all
cases of revocation the license shall be canceled and when-
ever a license is suspended the City Clerk shall retain the
same during the period of the suspension,

Section 11 ~ PENALTY; Any person violating or failing
to comply with any of the provisions of this ordinance shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction
thereof shall be punished by a fine in any sum not exceeding
Three Hundred Dollars (4300.00), or by imprisonment in ths
City Jail for a period not exceeding ninety (90) days, or by
both such fine and imprisonment,
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Section 12. This Ordinance shall take effect and be
in force f'ive (5) days after its passage, approval and
legal publi cation.

+SS I D by the Cit PT
Council on this y day of

, 1957, and signeZ in authentication
of 1957 ~

Attest:

FILED

CITY OF BELLEVUE

DATE.E~ r„'X& 7
CITY CLRRK+

-5-



Application for
exp ix'ng
1+ Same of Applicant

I, Location of Business
Telephone Sumber

5, Place of Business known as

4, Hesidence address of applicant
Telephone Sumber

5. Stars iRhtttlsr Iaiiviilal, plctlwribip or Gorpoiatioll

5 ~ Xf Partnership, state the naees of all yex'sons sharing in the
profits of the business; if a Corporation» give the names of its
offioers, g1ving title, residence address and phone numbex of
eaoh

How long has the applicant (or if a corporation, its officers)
resided in ths City oi Bellevue'

8, Xf individual or Partnership, state whethex applioant is of legal
age

0, Has the applicant or anyone owning an interest in the business, or
proposed business, ever been convioted of vtola ting any law or
ordinance relating to the sale of intoxicating 11@acr, gambling,
or any law or ox dinanco xelat1ng to public morality and decency,
or for violating any law or ordinance involving an intent to de-
fz'aud 2

10. Has the applioant or anyone owning an interest in the business, ox
yxoyosed business, evex been convicted or violating any law or
ordinance relating to the use, sale or possession of narcot1c
drugs'2

ll, State whether all yersons sharing in the pxofits sf the business
are citizens of tbe United States

18 Oive name of eaoh yerson sharing in the profits cd.'he business
who 18 not 8 citizen of the United States



STATS m VmsHImaTom,)
ss ~

County of Kin@„

being

filet 'lulf IWIIRI Itgou 0 tll, Iego88S all4 8478: I RE ths

above named applioant, and

mcks this affidavit, fm the purpose of obtaining fmm the City of

Sellevue a

I have personal knowledge of ths natter stated in ths foregoing

application and tha statements contained therein are true,

8ubscribed and sworn to before ss this day of

195

ry u c uan or e;& a s
of Washin@ton, residing at Bellevue


