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CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON 

ORDINANCE NO. 4086 

AN ORDINANCE relating to child care service 
regulations; amending Sections 20.10.440, 20.20.170, 
20.30N.120B, 20.30N.l30B, 20.30N.l40, 20.50.014, 
20.50.016 of the Bellevue City Code (land Use Code) 
and repealing Section 20.20.280 of the Bellevue City 
Code (Land Use Code). 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue has adopted these regulations to 
conform to the child care policies of the Comprehensive Plan; and 

ORIGINAL 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue wishes to encourage the convenient 
location of child care services throughout the City when compatible with 
surrounding land uses and development; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Bellevue has complied with the State 
Environmental Policy Act and the City's Environmental Procedures Code; 
therefor 

THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BELLEVUE, WASHINGTON, DOES ORDAIN AS 
FOLLOWS: 

Section 1. Bellevue City Code (Land Use Code) Section 20.10.440 
Services Chart and Notes is amended as follows: 
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NOTES: USES IN LAND USE DISTRICTS-SERVICES 

1. F1nance. Insurance. Real Estale ServiCes are pennitled only d commercially or Industrially related in Ll dlstncts 

2. Personal SelVICes are permitled only as subordmate uses to a perTrlllted or special use 1n OLB and CBD..QLB d1stncts. 

3. Along those arterials designated oy Sechon 20.20.020 as reQUilll'lfil a 70' selback from the centerline. Personal SeMCes are pem~~~teo 1n Ll 
districts only d located m a multiple use buildmg. 

'4. For day care in private residences. see Home Occupation Section((Z0.20,430)) 20.JON. 
For definitions of family day care home. mini day care center and day care center, see child care 
serv1ce det1n1t1on 1n sect1on 2o.so.ol4. 

( (" 4 ReiSH! IB Ati"'l!!lf el alolilf!lll'eFI &FI JlfllfFIMi& lit -/ IIFIB tiffl&. 
N'et effe.eti•e ulftl-i1f'l t~e jttriaeli81iaA 11M l!le iaM ielt9Jis .. e aR~ ia~=RFRM~•M C&M=t~WRily C&wAails.) } 

( ( ·s. Elllt 6are ~nler ie ~erl'lliRe~ !1!1 a s~:~eerl!lliAete biBB Ia JIB""IItelll er a"eei!ll 1>188 iA 1:1 sA(ij G€ lll191riele. 
Oleewe eotly \OilloiR !Me jiiFIBeloelieR ef IRe E!l!ll Belleo~:~e E!AS SaA'!FAEIA'Iel> QefNJltlFI~ €a~tf'l!lil!.)) 

''5. A child care service may be located in a community tacility in any Land Use D1strid pursuant to Paragraph 20.20.170.11T'!l!,. 
( ( tlet eHeellfe uilllif'l tile jtJFI!Idielle" 81 1t:oe Eefll Belle •~>~e eA~ Saitlff18ff118R bM'IFAIOM) Qe~:~f'l!l~!l.) ) 

6. Along those anerials designated by Section 20.20.020 as requiring a 70' setback lrom the cenlerllne. BuSI.'Iess SeMces are pennmea '" Ll 

7. 

a. 
9. 

tO. 

11 

12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 

districts only if located in a multiple use building. 

Warehousmg & Storage S~. Exci\Jd1ng Stockyards are permitled as subordinate uses to a permitled or special use in CB chstncts. 

Rental Services are permineo only as subord1nale uses to a permined or speoal use m OLB and CBD-OLB districts. 

Rental ServiCes are timited to only truc:Ks_ in Ll districts. 

Rental Services are limited to only autos and fur1111ure 1n CB districts. 

Auto repair and Washing Sennces are permitted only il washing services are a subordinate use to a permitted or speoal use lfl CBD-MU diStfiCls 

Repair Services include only upholstery m Ll Districts. Other repair services are permitted in Ll districts only if no pon1on of the use 1s VISible 
trom a street from the centerl1r'le of whu;h Sect10n 20.20.020 requiles a 70 loot setback. a sign lor the use is loca!ed at least 100 feet from 
the right-of-way o! such a street and it principal access to the use is not kom sucn a street. 

Along those anenals designated by Secl1on 20.20.020 as requiring a 70' setback from the centerf1ne Professu~nal S81V1Ces are permnted in 
Ll and GC districts only il located in a mu~1ple use building. 

Governmental Services include maintenance shops in ll and GC distncts. 

Only vocational and trade schools are permitted Special School uses in Ll districts. All otner Special Schools are Cond1t1011al Uses. 

Limned to a maJ<imum of 1 ,500 gross square teet per establishment. 

Nonresidential uses are permilted in CSD-R only if developed ·m a b<Jilding which contains residential uses. 

Drive-in facilities may be pennitled through Des1gn Review Pan 20.30F. at any location in the CBD-0.2 OIStnct. or within 200 teet o! N.E 4ttl 
Street or N.E. 8th Slreet in the CBD-0-1 District: but only if all the following criteria are met: 

a. On site capacity lor vellde stacking of 10 spaces lor one dffi.oe-.up sration and 20 spaces !of two or more drive-up stations must oe provided. 
b. The design ot lhe vehicular access is compatible with high volume pedestrian walkways and parking access. The vehiCular access 

will not disrupt established retail or service frontages designed lo serve pedestrians. nor can lhe vetucular access lanes oe located 
between the streel and lhe main pedestrian access to the buildings. 

c. The vehiCle stacking lanes must be COillained within a structured parking area. or be otherwise screened. 
d. landscaping or screening must be provided to mnigale any adverse effects on nearby property. Perimeter walkways an11 sidewalks 

must conform to the requirements of Section 20.25A.060. 
e. Walk up banking service, whether manned or electronically activated customer service stations. must be provided on site dunng regular 

daytime business hours lor pedestrian busmess wf'len !here is no inlenor banking service. (Ord. 3530, 8-12-85. Section 8) 

19. a. 
b. 

These uses are perrnitled only tn Bellevue School District schools, whether under control ollhe School District or the City. 
In the review of the proposed use or uses under the conditional use permit application (Part 20.308). the follOwing criteria shall be 
considered: 

20. 

21. 

22. 

i. Consistency o! the proposal with the goals and polic1es of the Comprehensive Plan. 
ii. Extent to wf'lich the physical environment will be modified by the proposal. 
iii. Ability 10 provide on-sne parking facilities 10 accommodate intended uses under the proposal. 
iv. Exterll o1 adcfrtional demand on putllic utilities and public services resulting from the proposal. 
v. Noise impactS of the proposal. 
Yi. Traffic volumes and streel classifiCBiions in the area of the proposal. 
Yii. Compatibilily Of the proposal with surrounding land uses. 
viii, Impact of the proposal on the visual and aesthetiC character of tne neighbOrhood. 

In addition. the proposed use or uses shall noc be more intensive !han if the sc:hool were being used as a school. 

c:. A master COI'ldittoMI use perm~ listing a range ol perm1ssible uses from those pannitled in the land use district as liSted 1n SectiOn 
20.10.440 can be obtained lor tne entue schOOl by using tne conditional use process (Part 20.308 or Part 20.30C). Uses listed m tne 
penni! Shall be pennllted outright and uses not listed tJul perrnitled as conditional uses shall obtain a conditiOnal use permn. (Ord. 
3530, 8·12·85. Section 9) 

Alorlfil those arterials designased t:Jy Sectiol' 20.20.020 as reQuiring a 70' setback trom lhe cemerlme. olliee-generaJ is permitted in Ll and GC 
~riels. only il lOcated in a multiple use buildirlfil. 

Only emergency med'ICal clinics intended 10 serve industrial and commercial l.ISeS permitted in the Oistrd are permitted. 

Permitled in inactive elemenlary school facilities. The following criteria shall be Cl:lnsiderecJ: 

a. Cntena b.i-viii. Nate 19-Uses m Land Use Districts-Services. 
t:J. Hours of operation . 
c. Proposed ssgning. 

(Ord. 3095. 5-24·82, Sect1on 2) 

Key 

P - PERMITTED USE 
C - CONDITIONAL USE (see Part 20.308. or Part 20.30C.) 
PD • PERMITTED subjed lo planned unil deVelopment only 

(see Part 20.300.) 
A. ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONAL USE (see Pan 20.30£.) 
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Section 2. Bellevue City Code (Land Use Code) Section 20.20.170 is 
amended as follows: 

20.20.170 Child Care Service Use 

A. Purpose: Encourage the convenient location of child care 
service uses throughout the City where compatible with 
surrounding land uses and development. 

B. Applicability: This Section applies to each child care service 
use within the City. The requirements of this Section shall be 
imposed at the initiation of any child care service use, or upon 
any addition or modification to a child care service use or 
structure housing that use. Those child care service uses, 
which on the effective date of this ordinance have not 
registered with the City of Bellevue, are subject to these 
requirements. 

C. Child Care Service Use in a private residence 

The requirements of Home Occupation Class 3 {Section 20.30N) 
apply to each child care service if located in a private 
residence. For the requirements for a child care service use in 
a community facility, see Paragraph E. 

D. Child Care Service Use not located in a private residence or in 
a community facility: 

1. General; The requirements of Paragraph D apply to each mini 
day care center or day care center unless located in a 
private residence or a community facility. For the 
requirements for a child care service use in a community 
facility, see Paragraph E. 

2. Review or Registration Required: 

a. If located in an OU, R-10 or R-15 Land Use District, 
each mini day care center requires an Administrative 
Conditional Use Permit and each day care center requires 
a conditional use permit prior to the initiation of the 
use. 

b. If located in a Land Use District in which the use is a 
permitted use, .each operator of a mini day care center 
or day care center must register with the Bellevue 
Department of Design and Development by filing a signed 
and notarized Child Care Registration Form as provided 
by the Department prior to the initiation of the use. 
The operator must certify compliance with all applicable 
use requirements and conditions of Paragraph D as listed 
on the Registration Form. 

- 4 -
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3. Use Requirements: The following requirements apply to each 
mini day care center or day care center. 

a. An on-site vehicle turnaround or separate entrance and 
exit points, and passenger loading area must be 
provided. The City shall specifically consider the 
location and appearance of the proposed turnaround or 
access in determining compatibility with surrounding 
uses. 

b. The child care service use must have received all 
necessary permits or approvals from the State of 
Washington Department of Social and Health Services. 

ORIGINAl. 

c. The child care service use must have been inspected by 
the Bellevue Fire Department, and the operator must have 
committed to implement all required corrective measures 
within the stated time period. 

d. The operator must have granted the City of Bellevue 
permission to enter the property, and to inspect the 
child care service use for compliance with the 
requirements of the land Use Code, and other applicable 
city ordinances. 

e. The operator must have obtained a Registration 
Certificate as required by B.C.C. 4.08 (Business and 
Occupation Tax). 

f. If located in an R-10, R-15, R-20, or R-30 land Use 
District --

i. A solid fence at least 6' high compatible with 
neighborhood character must be installed along each 
side and rear lot line. 

ii. One sign, not exceeding 4 square feet and 5' in 
height, is permitted to identify the use 
notwithstanding the provisions of B.C.C. 228.10. 
The sign may not be lighted. The City shall review 
the color, materials, design, location and 
character of the sign in determining compatibility 
with surrounding uses. 

4. Conditions: 

a. The City may impose conditions to mitigate any potential 
adverse impact on surrounding uses. 

b. The City shall specifically consider the need to limit 
the hours of operation of the use. 

- 5 -
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c. The City shall establish the maximum number of children 
permitted in the child care service use at any one time. 

ORIGINAL 

E. Child Care Service use Located in a Community Facility: 

1. General: The requirements of Paragraph E apply to each 
child care service use located in a community facility. 

2. Review or Registration Required: 

a. Except as provided in paragraph 2.b, each operator of a 
mini day care center or day care center housed in a 
community facility must register with the Bellevue 
Department of Design and Development by filing a signed 
and notarized Child Care Registration Form as provided 
by the Department prior to initiation of the use. The 
operator must certify compliance with all applicable use 
requirements and conditions of Paragraph E as listed on 
the Registration form. 

b. If the mini day care center or day care center is 
located in an inactive school facility, and combined 
with other uses, a Conditional Use Permit is required 
pursuant to Part 20.308 or Part 20.30C prior to the 
initiation of the use. This permit shall be obtained as 
part of a Master Conditional Use Permit pursuant to 
Section 20.10.440, Note 19: Uses in Land Use Districts 
- Services. 

c. If the mini day care center or day care center is 
located in a facility which required conditional use 
approval, an amendment to the conditional use is 
necessary unless the child care service use was approved 
as part of the original review. 

3. Use Requirements: The following requirements apply to each 
child care service use located in a community facility: 

a. The child care service use must have received all 
necessary permits or approvals from the State of 
Washington Department of Social and Health Services. 

b. The child care service use must have been inspected by 
the Bellevue Fire Department, and the operator must have 
committed to implement all required corrective measures 
within the stated time period. 

c. The operator must have granted the City of Bellevue 
permission to enter the property, and to inspect the 
child care service use for compliance with the 
requirements of the Land Use Code, and other applicable 
City ordinances. 

- 6 -
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d. The operator must have obtained a Registration 
Certificate as required by B.C.C. 4.08 (Business and 
Occupation Tax}. 

e. The child care service use may not display any sign in 
excess of the maximum number of signs and the maximum 
sign area allowed for the community facility in which 
the child care service use is housed. 

4. Conditions: 

a. The City may impose conditions to mitigate any potential 
adverse impact on surrounding uses. 

b. The City shall specifically consider the need to limit 
the hours of operation of the use. 

c. The City shall establish the maximum number of children 
permitted in the child care service use at any one time 
(Ord. 3095, 5-24-82, Section 3). 

Section 3. Bellevue City Code {Land Use Code) Section 20.20.280 is 
repealed. 

Section 4. Bellevue City Code {land Use Code) Section 20.30N.l20B 
is amended as follows: 

B. Classes of Permit: Class 1 Home Occupation Permits are used for 
a business which has no external indication of commercial 
activity. Class 2 Home Occupation Permits are used for all 
other non-child care service businesses. Class 3 Home 
Occupation Permits are used for child care services. 

Section 5. Bellevue City Code (Land Use Code) Section 20.30N.130B 
is amended as follows: 

B. Class 2 and Class 3 Home Occupation Permits: 

1. The City will process applicationi for a Class 2 and Class 
3 Home Occupation Permits through Process II (Section 
20.35.200 et. seq.). The Director of Design and Development 
is the applicable Department Director. 

2. The decision of the Director of Design and Development on a 
Class 2 or Class 3 Home Occupation Permit may be appealed 
using Process VI, Section 20.35.600 et. seq. The Board of 
Adjustment shall serve as the Hearing Body. 

- 7 -
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Section 6. Bellevue City Code (land Use Code) Section 20.30N.140 is 
amended as follows: 

20.30N.l40 Requirements/Decision Criteria 

A. Class 1 Home Occupation Permit: The following requirements 
apply to each Class 1 Home Occupation Permit: 

1. The business is conducted wholly within a structure and 
utilizes no more than 25% of the gross floor area of the 
structure in which it is located, and 

2. No person who is not a resident of the dwelling is 
participating in the business at the dwelling, and 

3. There is no exterior display, exterior alteration of the 
property, including expansion of parking, no exterior sign, 
no exterior storage of materials and other exterior 
indication of the business, and 

4. There is no variation from the residential character of the 
premises, and 

5. There is no structural alteration to the interior or 
exterior of the structure which changes its residential 
character, and 

6. There is no use of electrical or mechanical equipment which 
would change the fire rating of the structure or which would 
create visible or audible interference in radio or 
television receivers or which would cause fluctuations in 
line voltage outside the dwelling, and 

7. There is no noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odor, heat or 
glare produced by the business which would exceed that 
normally associated with a dwelling, and 

8. There is no demand for parking beyond that required for the 
residents, and 

9. There are no client visits to the dwelling, and 

10. There is no more than one delivery per week by a private 
delivery service and no other use of a commercial vehicle 
other than that normally used by the applicant. No business 
signing may be displayed on the applicant's vehicle. 

11. The business has been inspected by the Bellevue Fire 
Department and the applicant commits to implement all 
required corrective measures within the stated time period. 

- 8 -
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12. The applicant grants the City of Bellevue permission to 
enter the property at reasonable times to inspect the 
business for compliance with the requirements of the Land 
Use Code and other applicable City ordinances. 

,ORIGINAL 

B. Class 2 Home Occupation Permit: The Director of Design and 
Development may approve or modify and approve a Class 2 Home 
Occupation Permit if the following decision criteria are met: 

1. The business is conducted wholly within a structure and 
utilizes no more than 25% of the gross floor area of the 
structure in which it is located, and 

2. No more than one person who is not a resident of the 
dwelling is participating in the business at the dwelling, 
and 

3. There is no exterior display, exterior alteration of the 
property, including expansion of parking, no exterior sign, 
no exterior storage of materials or other exterior 
indication of the business, and 

4. There is no variation from the residential character of the 
premises, and 

5. There is no structural alteration to the interior or 
exterior of the structure which changes its residential 
character, and 

6. There is no use of electrical or mechanical equipment which 
would create visible or audible interference in radio or 
television receivers or which would cause fluctuations in 
line voltage outside the dwelling, and 

7. There is no noise, vibration, smoke, dust, odor, heat or 
glare produced by the business which would exceed that 
normally associated with a dwelling, and 

8. In addition to parking required for the residents, there are 
no more than two vehicles parked on or in the vicinity of 
the property as a result of the business at any one time, 
and 

9. There are no more than six client visits per day and there 
is not more than one client on the premises at any one time. 
One client does include a family arriving in a single 
vehicle, and 

- 9 -
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_ORIGINAL 

10. There are no more than two deliveries per week by a private 
delivery service and no other use of a commercial vehicle 
other than that normally used by the applicant or an 
employee. 

C. 1. Class 3 Home Occupation Permit: The Director of Design and 
Development may approve or modify and approve a Class 3 Home 
Occupation Permit for child care service if the following 
decision criteria are met: 

a. No more than two persons who are not residents of the 
dwelling are participating in the business at the 
dwelling; and 

b. There is no exterior display, exterior alteration of the 
property, including expansion of parking, no exterior 
sign and no exterior storage of materials, except for 
play area and equipment; and 

c. There is no variation from the residential character of 
the premises; and 

d. There is no structural or decorative alteration to the 
interior or exterior of the primary structure which 
changes its residential character; and 

e. The subject property is landscaped in a manner 
compatible with surrounding residences; and 

f. There is a solid board fence or sight-obscuring 
vegetation, at least 6' in height and compatible with 
surrounding neighborhood character, surrounding any 
outdoor play areas; and 

g. The outdoor play area is located where it has the least 
noise impact on surrounding properties; and 

h. In addition to parking needed by the residents and, 
except for vehicles parking temporarily to drop-off or 
pick-up children, there are no more than two vehicles 
parked on or in the vicinity of the property as a result 
of the business at any one time, and 

i. There is a safe passenger loading area; and 

j. The child care service use has received all necessary 
permits or approvals from the State of Washington 
Department of Social and Health Services; and 

- 10 -
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k. The child care service use has been inspected by the 
Bellevue Fire Department, and the operator commits to 
implement all required corrective measures within the 
stated time period; and 

ORIGINAL 

1. The operator has granted the City of Bellevue permission 
to enter the property, and to inspect the child care 
service use for compliance with the requirements of the 
Land Use Code, and other applicable City ordinances; and 

m. The operator has obtained a Registration Certificate as 
required by B.C.C. 4.08 (Business and Occupation Tax). 

2. In addition to criteria in paragraph C.l, the Director of 
Design and Development may impose conditions to mitigate any 
potential adverse impacts on surrounding uses and shall 
specifically consider the need to limit the hours of 
operation or the permissible hours for outdoor play. 

3. The definitions set forth in Bellevue City Code {Land Use 
Code} Section 20.50.014 for a family day care home and a 
mini day care center will determine the maximum permissible 
number of children on the premises at any one time. 

D. In approving, conditioning or denying an application for a Class 
2 or Class 3 Home Occupation Permit, the City may consider, in 
addition to the criteria in Paragraphs B and C, the following: 

1. The location of the proposed home occupation in relation to 
traffic impacts and safety concerns to the adjacent 
neighborhood; and 

2. The impacts the proposed home occupation may have on the 
residential character of the neighborhood; and 

3. The cumulative impacts of the proposed home occupation in 
relation to other City-approved home occupations in the 
immediate vicinity; and 

4. The imposition of a condition under which the City reserves 
the right to impose additional conditions or to reconsider 
the home occupation within a certain timeframe from approval 
date, based on complaints filed with the City. 

Section 7. Bellevue City Code (land Use Code) Section 20.50.014 is 
amended as follows: 

*CHILD CARE SERVICE. A use providing regular care and training for 
children, generally for less than 24 hours, outside of the immediate 

- 11 -
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family, or K through 12 education system. This use includes family 
day care homes {1-10 children), mini day care centers (11-12 
children) and day care centers (more than 12 children) as defined by 
the Department of Social and Health Services in WAC 388-73 as that 
section reads on the effective date of this ordinance. Also 
included are preschool and nursery school facilities which are not 
part of the K through 12 education program. Not included are uses 
solely for religious purposes. 

Section 8. Bellevue City Code (land Use Code) Section 20.50.016 is 
amended by the deletion of the following definition: 

*DAY CARE CENTER. Any person, firm, partnership, association, 
corporation or facility which regularly provides care for a group of 
children for periods of less than 24 hours. 

*Effective only within the jurisdiction of the East Bellevue and 
Sammamish Community Councils. 

Section 9. This ordinance shall take force and five 
days after passage and legal publication. 

'r:' 
PASSED by the City Counci 1 this c27 day of ~~~~~~~;--

~--.,_,.nd si ned in authentication of its passage this .... -/r:-.?fC-----=-­
~~::!!::::::!~~~. 1989. 

(SEAL) 

~a,?w4Po 
Nan Campbell, Mayof 

Approved as to form: 

Richard L. Andrews, City Attorney 

Marie K. O~nn;ll, City Clerk 

Published.c::t;:. • J, e .....,?. 12'? 
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